St. Mark’s Anglican Church
The Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost
October 4, 2026

Baptism and Sung Eucharist at 10:30 am

Welcome to St. Mark'’s.

The order of service is set forth in this service sheet.
Please stand and kneel as you are able—and as is your custom.
Please join in singing the hymns and saying the parts printed in bold

PRELUDE

HYMN 40

Celebrant

People

Celebrant
People

Celebrant
People

Priere Joseph Jongen (1873-1953)
THE GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY
O Spirit of the Living God

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
and the love of God,

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit,
be with you all.

And also with you.

There is one body and one Spirit
There is one hope in God’s call to us;

One Lord, one faith, one baptism,
One God and Father of all.



COLLECT OF THE DAY
Celebrant Let us pray.

Almighty God,
you have built your Church
on the foundation of the apostles and prophets,
Jesus Christ himself being the chief cornerstone.
Join us together in unity of spirit by their teaching,
that we may become a holy temple, acceptable to you;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.

People Amen.

THE PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD

FIRST READING Exodus 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20

Reader: Wendy Steel
Then God spoke all these words: I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of
Egypt, out of the house of slavery; you shall have no other gods before me. You shall not make
for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that is in heaven above, or that is on the earth
beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. You shall not make wrongful use of the name of
the Lord your God, for the Lord will not acquit anyone who misuses his name. Remember the
sabbath day, and keep it holy. Six days you shall labour and do all your work. Honour your father
and your mother, so that your days may be long in the land that the Lord your God is giving you.
You shall not murder. You shall not commit adultery. You shall not steal. You shall not bear false
witness against your neighbour. You shall not covet your neighbour’s house; you shall not covet
your neighbour’s wife, or male or female slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that belongs to
neighbour. When all the people witnessed the thunder and lightning, the sound of the trumpet, and
the mountain smoking, they were afraid and trembled and stood at a distance, and said to Moses,
“You speak to us, and we will listen; but do not let God speak to us, or we will die.” Moses said
to the people, “Do not be afraid; for God has come only to test you and to put the fear of him upon
you so that you do not sin.”

Reader Thanks be to God.



PSALM 19

Cantor first, then all sing the refrain.
The choir sings the verses and the congregation sings the refrain where indicated

A Refrain
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The stat-utes of the Lord re - joice the heart.

from Gradual Psalms for the RCL, ed. Bruce E. Ford, Church Publishing Incorporated.

The heavens declare the glory of God, *

and the firmament shows his handiwork.
One day tells its tale to another, *

and one night imparts knowledge to another.

Refrain
Although they have no words or language, *
and their voices are not heard,
Their sound has gone out into all lands, *
and their message to the ends of the world.
Refrain

In the deep has he set a pavilion for the sun; *
it comes forth like a bridegroom out of his chamber;
it rejoices like a champion to run its course.
It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens
and runs about to the end of it again; *
nothing is hidden from its burning heat.
Refrain
The law of the LORD is perfect and revives the soul; *
the testimony of the LORD is sure and gives wisdom to the innocent.
The statutes of the LORD are just and rejoice the heart; *
the commandment of the LORD is clear and gives light to the eyes.
Refrain
The fear of the LORD is clean and endures for ever; *
the judgments of the LORD are true and righteous altogether.
More to be desired are they than gold, more than much fine gold, *
sweeter far than honey, than honey in the comb.
By them also is your servant enlightened, *
and in keeping them there is great reward.
Refrain
Who can tell how often he offends? *
cleanse me from my secret faults.
Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; let them not get dominion over me; *
then shall I be whole and sound, and innocent of a great offence.
Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in your sight, *
O LORD, my strength and my redeemer.
Refrain



SECOND READING Philippians 3:4b-14

Reader: Wendy Steel
If anyone has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more: circumcised on the eighth day, a
member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law,
a Pharisee; as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. Yet
whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of Christ. More than that, I regard
everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake
I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ
and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but one that
comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith. I want to know Christ
and the power of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in his
death, if somehow I may attain the resurrection from the dead. Not that I have already obtained
this or have already reached the goal; but I press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has
made me his own. Beloved, I do not consider that I have made it my own; but this one thing I do:
forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for
the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.

Reader Thanks be to God.
HYMN 466 How Clear Is Our Vocation, Lord
GOSPEL Matthew 21:33-46

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.

Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
People Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Jesus said, “Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a vineyard, put a fence
around it, dug a wine press in it, and built a watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants and went to
another country. When the harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to the tenants to collect his
produce. But the tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed another, and stoned another. Again
he sent other slaves, more than the first; and they treated them in the same way. Finally he sent his
son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.” But when the tenants saw the son, they said to
themselves, ‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.” So they seized him,
threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him. Now when the owner of the vineyard comes, what
will he do to those tenants?” They said to him, “He will put those wretches to a miserable death,
and lease the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the produce at the harvest time.” Jesus
said to them, "Have you never read in the scriptures: ‘The stone that the builders rejected has
become the cornerstone; this was the Lord’s doing, and it is amazing in our eyes’? Therefore I tell
you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people that produces the
fruits of the kingdom. The one who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; and it will crush



anyone on whom it falls.” When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized
that he was speaking about them. They wanted to arrest him, but they feared the crowds, because
they regarded him as a prophet.

Celebrant The Gospel of Christ.
People Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

THE SERMON The Rector
All stand

PRESENTATION AND EXAMINATION OF THE CANDIDATE

Celebrant The candidate for Holy Baptism will now be presented.

Parents
and Sponsors We present George Ryan Greenstreet to receive the sacrament of baptism.

Celebrant Will you be responsible for seeing that the child you present
is nurtured in the faith and life of the Christian community?

Parents

and Sponsors 1 will, with God’s help.

Celebrant Will you by your prayers and witness help this child
to grow into the full stature of Christ?
and Sponsors 1 will, with God’s help.

Then the Celebrant asks the following questions of the Parents and Sponsors
who speak on behalf of the Candidate

Celebrant Do you renounce Satan and all the spiritual forces of wickedness that rebel against
God?

Answer I renounce them.

Celebrant Do you renounce the evil powers of this world which corrupt and destroy the
creatures of God?

Answer I renounce them.

Celebrant Do you renounce all sinful desires that draw you from the love of God?

Answer I renounce them.

Celebrant Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept him as your Saviour?

Answer I do.

Celebrant Do you put your whole trust in his grace and love?

Answer I do.



Celebrant

Do you promise to obey him as your Lord?

Answer I do.

The Congregation stands

Celebrant Will you who witness these vows do all in your power to support these people in
their life in Christ?

Answer We will.

PRAYERS FOR THE CANDIDATES Leader: Wendy Steel

Celebrant Let us now pray for this person who is to receive the sacrament of new birth.

Leader Deliver him, O Lord, from the way of sin and death.

People Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader Open his heart to your grace and truth.

People Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader Fill him with your holy and life-giving Spirit.

People Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader Teach him to love others in the power of the Spirit.

People Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader Send him into the world in witness to your love.

People Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader Bring him to the fullness of your peace and glory.

People Lord, hear our prayer.

Celebrant Grant, O Lord, that all who are baptized into the death of Jesus Christ your Son
may live in the power of his resurrection and look for him to come again in glory;
who lives and reigns now and for ever.

People Amen.

THE CELEBRATION OF BAPTISM

THANKSGIVING OVER THE WATER

Celebrant
People

Celebrant
People

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.



Celebrant

We thank you, Almighty God, for the gift of water. Over water the Holy Spirit
moved in the beginning of creation. Through water you led the children of Israel
out of their bondage in Egypt into the land of promise. In water your Son Jesus
received the baptism of John and was anointed by the Holy Spirit as the Messiah
the Christ, to lead us, through his death and resurrection, from the bondage of sin
into everlasting life.

We thank you, Father, for the water of baptism. In it we are buried with Christ in
his death. By it we share in his resurrection. Through it we are reborn by the Holy
Spirit. Therefore in joyful obedience to your Son, we bring into his fellowship those
who come to him in faith, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.

Now sanctify this water by the power of your Holy Spirit, that those who are here
cleansed from sin and born again, may continue for ever in the risen life of Jesus

Christ our Saviour.

To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be all honour and glory, now and for ever.

People Amen.

THE BAPTISMAL COVENANT

Celebrant Let us join with those
who are committing themselves to Christ
and renew our own baptismal covenant.

Celebrant Do you believe in God the Father?

People I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

Celebrant Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?

People I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the
power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the
right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

Celebrant Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?

People I believe in God the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting.

Celebrant Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of bread,
and in the prayers?

People I will with God’s help.



Celebrant

Will you persevere in resisting evil and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and
return to the Lord?

People I will with God’s help.
Celebrant Will you proclaim by word and example the good news of God in Christ?
People I will with God’s help.
Celebrant Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbour as yourself?
People I will with God’s help.
Celebrant Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of
every human being?
People I will with God’s help.
Celebrant Will you strive to safeguard the integrity of God’s creation and respect, sustain,
and renew the life of the earth?
People I will, with God’s help.
The People sit
THE BAPTISM
The Celebrant pours water on the candidate’s head
Celebrant George Ryan, I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the
Holy Spirit.
People Amen.
The Celebrant makes the sign of the cross on the forehead
Celebrant I sign you with the cross, and mark you as Christ’s own for ever.
The Celebrant prays over the newly baptized
Heavenly Father, we thank you that by water and the Holy Spirit you have bestowed
upon this your servant the forgiveness of sin, and have raised him to the new life of
grace. Sustain him, O Lord, in your Holy Spirit. Give him an inquiring and
discerning heart, the courage to will and to persevere, a spirit to know and to love
you, and the gift of joy and wonder in all your works.
People Amen.
THE GIVING OF THE LIGHT
The Celebrant gives the newly baptized a lighted candle
Celebrant Receive the light of Christ, to show that you have passed from darkness to light.



The People stand

People Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good works and
glorify your Father in heaven.

Celebrant Let us welcome the newly baptized.

People We receive you into the household of God. Confess the faith of Christ crucified,

proclaim his resurrection, and share with us in his eternal priesthood.

The Baptismal parties return to their places

THE PEACE

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.

WORDS OF WELCOME
THE CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST
HYMN 300 Christ is Made the Sure Foundation

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

Celebrant People
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It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Celebrant Blessed are you, gracious God,
creator of heaven and earth;
by water and the Holy Spirit
you have made us a holy people
in Jesus Christ our Lord;
you renew that mystery in bread and wine and nourish us,
to show forth your glory in all the world.



Therefore with angels and archangels,
and with all the holy people

who have served you in every age,
Wwe raise our voices

to proclaim the glory of your name.

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY LORD

Celebrant

The people kneel or sit

We give thanks to you, Lord our God,

for the goodness and love

you have made known to us in creation;

in calling Israel to be your people;

in your Word spoken through the prophets;
and above all in the Word made flesh,
Jesus your Son.

For in these last days you sent him

to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary,

to be the Saviour and Redeemer of the world.

In him, you have delivered us from evil,
and made us worthy to stand before you.
In him, you have brought us

out of error into truth,

out of sin into righteousness,

out of death into life.

On the night he was handed over

to suffering and death,

a death he freely accepted,

our Lord Jesus Christ took bread;

and when he had given thanks to you,
he broke it, and gave it to his disciples
and said, “Take, eat:

this is my body which is given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine;
and when he had given thanks,

he gave it to them,

and said, “Drink this, all of you;

this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for many
for the forgiveness of sins.
Whenever you drink it,

do this for the remembrance of me.

10
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Therefore, Father, according to his command,
All we remember his death,

we proclaim his resurrection,

we await his coming in glory;

Celebrant and we offer our sacrifice
of praise and thanksgiving
to you, Lord of all;
presenting to you, from your creation,
this bread and this wine.

We pray you, gracious God,

to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts,
that they may be the sacrament

of the body of Christ

and his blood of the new covenant.

Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice,

that we, made acceptable in him,

may be sanctified by the Holy Spirit.

In the fullness of time,

reconcile all things in Christ

and make them new,

and bring us to that city of light

where you dwell with all your sons and daughters;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,

the firstborn of all creation,

the head of the Church,

and the author of our salvation;

by whom, and with whom, and in whom,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all honour and glory are yours, almighty Father,
now and forever.
People Amen.
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THE LORD’S PRAYER

Celebrant And now, as our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
All Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name;

thy kingdom come;

thy will be done;

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

the power and the glory,

for ever and ever. Amen.

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD

Celebrant Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.

People Therefore let us keep the feast, Alleluia!

Celebrant The gifts of God for the People of God.

People Thanks be to God.

LAMB OF GOD Common Praise, no. 690

Please follow the directions of the greeters as you make your way to the altar
Gluten free wafers are available. Please make your need known to the priest.

MUSIC DURING COMMUMION Charles Gounod (1818-1893)

Ave, verum corpus natum de Maria Virgine: vere passum, immolatum in cruce pro homine: cuius
latus perforatum fluxit aqua et sanguine: esto nobis praegustatum, in mortis examine. O Jesu dulcis,
O Jesu pie, O Jesu Fili Mariae. Miserere mei.

Hail the true body, born of the Virgin Mary: You who truly suffered and were sacrificed
on the cross for our sake. From whose pierced flank flowed water and blood: Be a foretaste for us in the

trial of death. O Jesus, Son of Mary. Have mercy.
- Innocent VI (1282-1362)

After communion, all stand for
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THE PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Celebrant All your works praise you, O Lord.
All And your faithful servants bless you.

Gracious God

we thank you for feeding us

with the body and blood of your Son

Jesus Christ.

May we, who share his body,

live his risen life;

we, who drink his cup,

bring life to others;

we, whom the Spirit lights,

give light to the world.

Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us,
So that we and all your children shall be free,
and the whole earth live to praise your name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE BLESSING

Celebrant May the Spirit of truth lead you into all truth,
give you grace to confess that Jesus Christ is Lord,
and strengthen you to proclaim the word and works of God;
and the blessing of God Almighty:
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit
be upon you and remain with you always.
People Amen.

THE DISMISSAL

Celebrant Let us go forth in peace to love and serve the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

HYMN 467 Forth in Thy Name, O Lord, I Go

VOLUNTARY Allabreve, BWV 589 J. S. Bach (1685-1750)

REPRINTED / PODCAST / STREAMED WITH PERMISSION UNDER ONE LICENSE #M-401910.
ALL RIGHTS RESERVED
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A Special Vestry Meeting will take place immediately after the service.

The only item on the agenda will be the replacement of the
balconies on the rectory tower.

A brief presentation will be given, along with the budget, approved by the
Parish Council at its meeting on September 17, 2026.

Join us at 5 pm for the Blessing of the Pets
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41 Byron Street
PO Box 582
Niagara-on-the-Lake, ON LOS 1J0
905-468-3123

www.stmarksnotl.org
stmarks@cogeco.net

The Rev’d Leighton Lee, Rector
The Rev’d Dr Susan MacLaren, Honorary Assistant to the Rector

Michael Bloss, Director of Music
Erin McKinley, Parish Administrator

Andrea Douglas Ian Russell
Rector’s Warden People’s Warden

Kathy Taylor
Deputy Warden

Allan Magnacca, O. N.
Warden Emeritus
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