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St.  Mark’s Anglican Church 
 
Palm Sunday: 
The Sunday of the Passion 
 
Sunday, March 24, 2023 
 
Blessing of the Palms and Sung Eucharist

 
Welcome to St. Mark’s.  

 
The order of service is set forth in this service sheet. 

Please stand and kneel as you are able—and as is your custom.  
Please join in singing the hymns and saying the parts printed in bold 

 
 
PRELUDE  
 

When the sacristy bells rings, all stand and face the entrance of the church 
 

THE LITURGY OF THE PALMS 
 
Celebrant Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  
People  Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Celebrant Dear friends in Christ,  

during Lent we have been preparing  
for the celebration of our Lord’s paschal mystery.  
On this day our Lord Jesus Christ  
entered the holy city of Jerusalem in triumph.  
The people welcomed him with palms and shouts of praise,  
but the path before him led to self-giving, suffering, and death. Today we greet 
him as our King,  
although we know his crown is thorns and his throne a cross.  
We follow him this week from the glory of the palms  
to the glory of the resurrection  
by way of the dark road of suffering and death.  
United with him in his suffering on the cross,  
may we share his resurrection and new life.  
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Let us pray.  
 
Assist us mercifully with your help,  
Lord God of our salvation,  
that we may enter with joy  
into the celebration of those mighty acts  
whereby you give us life and immortality;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
 

GOSPEL OF THE PALMS  Mark  11:1-11 
 
Gospeller The Lord be with you.  
People  And also with you.  
 
Gospeller The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. 
People  Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
When they were approaching Jerusalem, at Bethphage and Bethany, near the Mount of Olives, he 
sent two of his disciples and said to them, “Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately as 
you enter it, you will find tied there a colt that has never been ridden; untie it and bring it. If anyone 
says to you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ just say this, ‘The Lord needs it and will send it back here 
immediately.’” They went away and found a colt tied near a door, outside in the street. As they 
were untying it, some of the bystanders said to them, “What are you doing, untying the colt?” They 
told them what Jesus had said; and they allowed them to take it. Then they brought the colt to Jesus 
and threw their cloaks on it; and he sat on it. Many people spread their cloaks on the road, and 
others spread leafy branches that they had cut in the fields. Then those who went ahead and those 
who followed were shouting, “Hosanna! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 
Blessed is the coming kingdom of our ancestor David! Hosanna in the highest heaven!” Then he 
entered Jerusalem and went into the temple; and when he had looked around at everything, as it 
was already late, he went out to Bethany with the twelve. 
 
Gospeller The Gospel of Christ. 
People  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

During the following prayer, all hold their palms high 
 

Celebrant The Lord be with you.  
People  And also with you.  
 
Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
People  It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
 
Celebrant It is right to praise you, almighty God,  

for the acts of love by which you have redeemed us  
through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord.  
The Hebrews acclaimed Jesus as Messiah and King,  
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with palm branches in their hands, crying,  
Hosanna in the highest.  
May we also, carrying these emblems, go forth to meet Christ  
and follow him in the way that leads to eternal life;  
who lives and reigns in glory with you and the Holy Spirit,  
now and for ever.  

People  Amen.  
 
Gospeller Let us go forth in peace.  
People  In the name of Christ. Amen. 
 
HYMN 181  All Glory, Laud and Honour 
 
THE COLLECT 
 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
 

Most merciful God,  
by the death and resurrection  
of your Son Jesus Christ,  
you created humanity anew.  
May the power of his victorious cross  
transform those who turn in faith  
to him who lives and reigns with you  
and the Holy Spirit,  
one God, now and for ever. 

All  Amen. 
 

All sit 
 

THE PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD 
 
FIRST READING  Isaiah 50:4-9a 
   Reader: Gary Burroughs 
The Lord GOD has given me the tongue of a teacher, that I may know how to sustain the weary 
with a word. Morning by morning he wakens—wakens my ear to listen as those who are taught. 
The Lord GOD has opened my ear, and I was not rebellious, I did not turn backward. I gave my 
back to those who struck me, and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; I did not hide my 
face from insult and spitting. The Lord GOD helps me; therefore I have not been disgraced; 
therefore I have set my face like flint, and I know that I shall not be put to shame; he who vindicates 
me is near. Who will contend with me? Let us stand up together. Who are my adversaries? Let 
them confront me. It is the Lord GOD who helps me; who will declare me guilt 
 
Reader  Thanks be to God. 
 
 



 4 

PSALM 31:9-16 
Cantor first, then all sing the refrain. 

The choir sings the verses and the congregation sings the refrain where indicated 
 

 
 

 Have mercy on me, O LORD, for I am in trouble; * 
  my eye is consumed with sorrow, 
  and also my throat and my belly. 

 For my life is wasted with grief, 
and my years with sighing; * 
  my strength fails me because of affliction, 
  and my bones are consumed. 
       Refrain 
I have become a reproach to all my enemies and 

even to my neighbours, 
a dismay to those of my acquaintance; * 
  when they see me in the street they avoid me. 

 I am forgotten like a dead man, out of mind; * 
  I am as useless as a broken pot. 
       Refrain 

 For I have heard the whispering of the crowd; 
fear is all around; * 
  they put their heads together against me; 
  they plot to take my life. 

 But as for me, I have trusted in you, O LORD. * 
  I have said, “You are my God. 
       Refrain 

 My times are in your hand; * 
  rescue me from the hand of my enemies, 
  and from those who persecute me. 

 Make your face to shine upon your servant, * 
  and in your loving-kindness save me.” 
       Refrain 
 
SECOND READING  Philippians 2:5-11 
  Reader:  Gary Burroughs 
Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did 
not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, but emptied himself, taking the form 
of a slave, being born in human likeness. And being found in human form, he humbled himself 
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and became obedient to the point of death—even death on a cross. Therefore God also highly 
exalted him and gave him the name that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every 
knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue should confess 
that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
 
Reader  Thanks be to God. 
 

All stand 
 

HYMN 184, stanzas 1-3 My Song is Love Unknown 
  
THE GOSPEL  Mark 14:12-42 
 
Gospeller The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
 
Gospeller The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. 
People Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
On the first day of Unleavened Bread, when the Passover lamb is sacrificed, his disciples said to 
him, “Where do you want us to go and make the preparations for you to eat the Passover?” So he 
sent two of his disciples, saying to them, “Go into the city, and a man carrying a jar of water will 
meet you; follow him, and wherever he enters, say to the owner of the house, ‘The Teacher asks, 
Where is my guest room where I may eat the Passover with my disciples?’ He will show you a 
large room upstairs, furnished and ready. Make preparations for us there.” So the disciples set out 
and went to the city, and found everything as he had told them; and they prepared the Passover 
meal. When it was evening, he came with the twelve. And when they had taken their places and 
were eating, Jesus said, “Truly I tell you, one of you will betray me, one who is eating with me.” 
They began to be distressed and to say to him one after another, “Surely, not I?” He said to them, 
“It is one of the twelve, one who is dipping bread into the bowl with me. For the Son of Man goes 
as it is written of him, but woe to that one by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It would have 
been better for that one not to have been born.” While they were eating, he took a loaf of bread, 
and after blessing it he broke it, gave it to them, and said, “Take; this is my body.” Then he took a 
cup, and after giving thanks he gave it to them, and all of them drank from it. He said to them, 
“This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many. Truly I tell you, I will never 
again drink of the fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new in the kingdom of God.” When 
they had sung the hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. And Jesus said to them, “You will 
all become deserters; for it is written, ‘I will strike the shepherd, and the sheep will be scattered.’ 
But after I am raised up, I will go before you to Galilee.” Peter said to him, “Even though all 
become deserters, I will not.” Jesus said to him, “Truly I tell you, this day, this very night, before 
the cock crows twice, you will deny me three times.” But he said vehemently, “Even though I must 
die with you, I will not deny you.” And all of them said the same. They went to a place called 
Gethsemane; and he said to his disciples, “Sit here while I pray.” He took with him Peter and 
James and John, and began to be distressed and agitated. And said to them, “I am deeply grieved, 
even to death; remain here, and keep awake.” And going a little farther, he threw himself on the 
ground and prayed that, if it were possible, the hour might pass from him. He said, “Abba, Father, 
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for you all things are possible; remove this cup from me; yet, not what I want, but what you want.” 
He came and found them sleeping; and he said to Peter, “Simon, are you asleep? Could you not 
keep awake one hour? Keep awake and pray that you may not come into the time of trial; the spirit 
indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.” And again he went away and prayed, saying the same 
words. And once more he came and found them sleeping, for their eyes were very heavy; and they 
did not know what to say to him. He came a third time and said to them, “Are you still sleeping 
and taking your rest? Enough! The hour has come; the Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of 
sinners. Get up, let us be going. See, my betrayer is at hand.” 
 
Gospeller The Gospel of Christ. 
People  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
HYMN 184, stanzas 4-6 My Song is Love Unknown 
 
THE SERMON   The Rector 
 

The Creed is omitted at this service which continues with 
 
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE Leader: Jane de Munnich 
 
Leader  We stand with Christ in his suffering. 
 
 For forgiveness for the many times we have denied Jesus, 
 let us pray to the Lord. 
People  Lord, have mercy. 
 
Leader  For grace to seek out those habits of sin which mean spiritual death, 
 and by prayer and self-discipline to overcome them, let us pray to the Lord. 
People  Lord, have mercy. 
 
Leader  For Christian people, that through the suffering of disunity 
 there may grow a rich union in Christ, let us pray to the Lord. 
People  Lord, have mercy. 
 
Leader  For those who make laws, interpret them, and administer them, 
 that our common life may be ordered in justice and mercy, 
 let us pray to the Lord. 
People Lord, have mercy. 
 
Leader  For those who still make Jerusalem a battleground, let us pray to the Lord. 
People  Lord, have mercy. 
 
Leader  For those who have the courage and honesty to work openly for justice and peace, 
 let us pray to the Lord. 
People  Lord, have mercy. 
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Leader  For those in the darkness and agony of isolation, that they may find support and 
encouragement, let us pray to the Lord. 

People  Lord, have mercy. 
 
Leader  For those who, weighed down with hardship, failure, or sorrow, feel that God is 

far from them, let us pray to the Lord. 
People  Lord, have mercy. 
 
Leader  For those who are tempted to give up the way of the cross, let us pray to the Lord. 
People  Lord, have mercy. 
 
Leader  That we, with those who have died in faith, may find mercy in the day of Christ, 
 let us pray to the Lord. 
People  Lord, have mercy. 
 
THE PEACE   
 
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you.  
 
WORDS OF WELCOME 
 

THE CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST 
 

HYMN 202  There Is a Green Hill Far Away 
  
THE PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS       
 
Celebrant Gracious God,  

the suffering and death of Jesus, your only Son,  
makes us pleasing in your sight.  
Alone we can do nothing,  
but through his sacrifice,  
may we receive your love and mercy.  

People  Amen.                                                  
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

 
Celebrant Blessed are you, gracious God,  

creator of heaven and earth;  
we give you thanks and praise  
through Jesus Christ our Lord,  
who for our salvation became obedient unto death.  
The tree of defeat became the tree of victory:  
where life was lost, life has been restored.  
Therefore with angels and archangels  
and all the heavenly chorus,  
we cry out to proclaim the glory of your name. 
 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY LORD  Common Praise, no. 689 
All remain standing or kneel 

 
Celebrant We give thanks to you, Lord our God,  
  for the goodness and love  
  you have made known to us in creation;  
  in calling Israel to be your people;  
  in your Word spoken through the prophets;  
  and above all in the Word made flesh,  
  Jesus your Son.  
  For in these last days you sent him  
  to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary,  
  to be the Saviour and Redeemer of the world.  
  In him, you have delivered us from evil,  
  and made us worthy to stand before you.  
  In him, you have brought us  
  out of error into truth,  
  out of sin into righteousness,  
  out of death into life. 
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On the night he was handed over  
  to suffering and death,  
  a death he freely accepted,  
  our Lord Jesus Christ took bread;  
  and when he had given thanks to you,  
  he broke it, and gave it to his disciples  
  and said, “Take, eat:  
  this is my body which is given for you.  
  Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

After supper he took the cup of wine;  
  and when he had given thanks,  
  he gave it to them,  
  and said, “Drink this, all of you;  
  this is my blood of the new covenant,  
  which is shed for you and for many  
  for the forgiveness of sins.  
  Whenever you drink it,  
  do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
  Therefore, Father, according to his command, 
All  we remember his death,  
  we proclaim his resurrection,  
  we await his coming in glory; 
 
Celebrant and we offer our sacrifice  
  of praise and thanksgiving  
  to you, Lord of all;  
  presenting to you, from your creation,  
  this bread and this wine.  
 

We pray you, gracious God,  
  to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts,  
  that they may be the sacrament  
  of the body of Christ  
  and his blood of the new covenant.  
  Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice,  
  that we, made acceptable in him,  
  may be sanctified by the Holy Spirit.  
 

In the fullness of time,  
  reconcile all things in Christ and make them new,  
  and bring us to that city of light  
  where you dwell with all your sons and daughters;  
  through Jesus Christ our Lord,  
  the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church,  
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  and the author of our salvation;  
by whom, and with whom, and in whom,  

  in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
  all honour and glory are yours, almighty Father,  
  now and forever. 
People  Amen. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
Celebrant And now, as our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
All  Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy name; 
  thy kingdom come; 
  thy will be done; 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread. 
  And forgive us our trespasses, 
  as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
  And lead us not into temptation; 
  but deliver us from evil. 
  For thine is the kingdom, 
  the power and the glory, 
  for ever and ever. Amen.  
 
THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
  
Celebrant We break this bread. 
People Communion in Christ’s body once broken. 
 
Celebrant Let your Church be the wheat 
 which bears its fruit in dying. 
People If we have died with him, 
 we shall live with him; 
 if we hold firm, 
 we shall reign with him. 
 
Celebrant The gifts of God for the People of God. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 
LAMB OF GOD  Common Praise, no. 690 
 

Please follow the directions of the greeters as you make your way to the altar 
Kneeling and standing are both appropriate postures to receive the Eucharist 
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After communion, all stand for 
 

THE PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  
 
Celebrant God our help and strength, 
  you have satisfied our hunger with this Eucharistic food. 
  Strengthen our faith, 
  that through the death and resurrection of your Son, 
  we may be led to salvation, 
  for he is Lord now and for ever. 
People Amen. 
 
Celebrant Glory to God, 
All whose power, working in us, 
 can do infinitely more  
 than we can ask or imagine. 
 Glory to God from generation to generation, 
 in the Church and in Christ Jesus, 
 for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
THE BLESSING 
 
Celebrant Christ crucified draw you to himself 
 to find in him a sure ground for faith,  
 a firm support for hope, 
 and the assurance of sins forgiven;  
 and the Blessing of God Almighty: 
 the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
 be among you and remain with you always. 
People Amen. 
 
HYMN 182  Ride On! Ride On in Majesty 
 

The services of Holy Week comprise one extended liturgical action 
 

There are no dismissals or organ voluntaries until Easter Day 
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